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Isaran VII. 5, 6, 7. 


Becauſe Syria, Ephraim, and the Son of 
— 1 * talen evil Counſel a- 
ainſt thee, ſaying, = 
re us go up 4 Judah, and vex it, 
and let us make a breach therein for 
us, and ſet a Ring in the midſt of it, 
even the Son of Tabeal : 
Thas ſaith the Lord God, It ſhall not 
ſtand, neither ſhall it come to paſs. 


OMETIMES God ſpeaks ſo loud 
in Providence, as to call our Medi- 


God hath ſpoken, who can but propheſy ? 


a gazing, but to make Religion circulate 
in our Hearts and Lives. There's an Ado- 
ration in every true regard that we have to 
his Proceedings. To obſerve what he does 
with an humble Reverence, is more than a 
Speculation; it has a place among the So- 
Imnitys of Werke: for hi way is great 

i 


2 
1 


tations after him. The Lion has Am. nx.8 
roar d, who will not fear? The Lord 118 
When he anſwers a People by terrible things pfal. Ixv. 
in Righteouſneſs, tis not merely to ſet us ;. a 


3 
Pſalm 
LXXVII. 

13, 14. 


Yer. Is 


2 Kings 
XV. 37. 


2 Chron, 
XXVIII. 


5, C. 


A SER MON concerning 
in the Sanctuary, when he does Wonders, and 
declares his Strength among the People. 

You win all know the- reaſon of my 
chuſing theſe Words;-by the very Sound 
of *em : 1leave your own Thoughts to fix 
a Connection between what you read, and 
what you hear- That Duty may have a 
ſhare in our Concern and Diſcourſes. about 
the preſent Invaſion; that we may think and 
talk of it like Chriftians, I have led you 
back into a Caſe of the ſame complection 
with your own. A nde 

You need look no further than this Chap- 
ter for the whole Story that the Text 
belongs to. In the days: of Ahaz King of 
Judah, Rezin the King of Syria, and Pekah 
the Son of Remaliah King of Iſrael, went up 
tomarels Jeruſalem to war againſt it. This 
War was begun in his good Father's days; 
*twas a Quarrel of a long continuance. 
T hey purſu'd it in this King's Reign with 
a great Advantage : It's probable we have 
two ſeparate Storys in that woful Ac- 
count; The Lord God. deliver'd him into the 
hand of the King of Syria, who ſmote him, 
and carry'd away a great Multitude of em 
Captives, and brought em to Damaſcus. Be- 
ſides this, Pekah the Son of Remaliah ſlew 
in Judah an hundred and twenty thouſand in 
one day, all valiant Men; and Iſrael led cap-. 
tive of their Brethren two hundred thouſand 
Women, Sons and Daughters, and exceedin 
much Spoil : Tho, by the ſolemn Perſuaſion 


of a Prophet, they refunded the Captivity, 


and ſent the People back again to their 
own Land. Theſe two Enemys had each 


of 


— — 
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the preſent IN VAS ILO N. 
of **mcruſh'd Aha apart, and now they are 
joining to make the next Deſolation more 
compleat. The News of this Expedition 
comes to Court, with ſuch an Influence 


upon 'em, as a People under the Frown of 
God are moſt liable to. They, whoſe 


Hearts are fix*d, truſting in the Lord, need Pl. CxIl. 7 
not be afraid of evil tidings; but when it ver. 2. 


was told the Houſe of David, that Syria was 
confederate with Ephraim, his Heart was 
moved, and the Heart of his People, as the 
Trees are moved with the Wind. 

We don't find any Tincture of Piety in 
all the Diſturbance: That Prince has a 
Brand upon his Name, as one of peculiar 
Stupidity. He was neither to be allur'd 
nor frighted into his Duty. A deſperate 
Humour of Folly is what the Holy Ghoſt 
records for his moſt notorious Character: 


we, 


In the time of his Diſtreſs he treſpaſs'd more 2 Chron. 
againſt the Lord God of Iſrael z This is that XXVII. 


King Ahaz. But, here behold the Divine?“ 


Goodneſs! God deals with the Jews in 
thoſe Surprizes of Love that are promis 
to the Gentiles : We may ſay of this Peo- 


ple, that he ſends to them who ad not for Iſa. LX Vd 


him, and is found of thoſe who ſought hins 
not. Tho Prayer has never a Meſſage to 
him, yet Mercy has one to them. Thus 
kind is he to the Unthankful and the Evil. 


And, how truly may this be wrought into 


our Accounts of Privilege under the Goſ- 
pel? We are the Charge of a Mediator, 


Who receiv'd Gifts for Men, even for the Pl. LXVII 
Kebellious, that the Lord God might anell a- 18. 


mongſt em. 
| B 2 The 


Ver. 4. 


ASERMON concerning 


The Prophet comes upon a gracious Er- 
rand, to huſh the Waves of Terror, and 
direct a Calm: and you may obſerve with 
how much contempt he ſpeaks of the In- 
vaders, and the noiſy Preparation they 
had made. Take heed, and be quick; fear 
not, neither be faint-hearted, for the two 
Tails of theſe ſmoking Fire-brands, for the 
fierce Anger of Rezin with Syria, and the 
Son of Remaliah. Theſe are Terms that 
Abaz could not dare to give an Enemy, 
who had ſcour'd thro the Land before; 
his Fear would rather magnify the Danger 
than banter it. But God ſees not as Man 


Pſ. II. 4. ſees; he ſits in the Heavens, from whence 


he ſurveys all the Motions of. Nature, and 
there he laughs at em, there he has em in 
deriſion. My Text is the grand Reſolve of 


Eternal Juſtice, when we ſee the Enemys 


Confidence expos'd as a thing moſt pro- 
voking ; and then their Sentence fix'd, Be- 
cauſe Syria, Ephraim, and the Son of Re- 
maliah, &c. The Device and Aſſurance 
of theſe Confederates re the Crimes that 
faſten a Ruin upon *em. God loves to 


Job v. 13. take the Wiſe in their own Craftineſs, and the 


Counſel of the fromard is carry'd headlong. - 
*T1s true, there were many Abominations 
in Judah. Ahaz is one of the moſt infa- 
mous Names in all their Roll of Kings; 
but that was no Excuſe to a ravenin 

Neighbour. The Idolatry, Violence, Falſ- 
hood and Unbelief of the People, deſery'd 
that God would ſtir up all his Wrath, to 


the preſent Lx v a 5 10m: 
in a gloomy War againſt em. Pl ſwell 
up the Hiſtory into a general Caſe, and 


give you the Senſe of it in this Propo- 
ſition ; 


God doth and will reſent the Deſigns 
and Confidence of thoſe who aim at 
the Ruin or Slavery of his People. 


The parts of the Text and Doctrine are 
the ſame, and ſhall be conſider'd together 
in the following Method. - 


I. I will open the Provocation of thoſe, 
who deſign no leſs, than the ſub- 
jecting of God's People and Intereſt 
to their own Tyranny. 

II. Enquire into the Reſentment of it, 
that has ſo good an aſpe& upon thoſe 
in danger. | 

Hl. Apply the Diſcourſe. 


I. The Device and Confidence of the 
Enemy, that is ſcandalous in the Eyes of 
Heaven, and ſhall be made ſo to the World, 
may be conſider'd in the ſeveral Branches 

of my Text. | 
1. There's a vigorous Application to 
the moſt formidable Meaſures. Tho it 
looks like a Force upon Nature, and ſhows 
what a Power of Infatuation Cruelty may 
pretend to. The Syrians and the Ten Tribes 
were People —1 Intereſts and Deſigns 
us'd to lie far aſunder. In Religious Af- 
fairs they bore a very differing Character: 
We find in their Hiſtorys a great many 
Quarrels 
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48 ERM ON concerning 
Quarrels and Confuſions among em; and 
yet theſe two unite in a Deſign againſt Fe- 
ruſalem. This was very provoking to God, 
that Miſchief ſhould do what Inclination 
could not ; he therefore threatens to take 
off the Reſtraint, and let the People who 
were now confederate with Ephraim, return 


Iſa. IX. 12. to their uſual Hatred. The Syrians be- 


fore, and the Philiſtines behind, and they 
ſhall devour Iſrael with open Mouth. This 
may put us upon lamenting the Reputation 
that our various Opinions have grown to. 
What pity is it that they ſhould be thought 
worthy to divide us in the Meaſures we 
purſue, and the Converſation we chuſe ? 


Luk, XVI. How much wiſer are the Children of this 


World in their Generation than the Children 
of Light? When there's any famous Op- 
poſition to be made againſt Religion, Men 
of jarring Thoughts can unite in it. All 
Varietys are laid aſleep, and not ſuffer'd to 
damp the Vigour they conſpire with; the 
Noiſe of Paſlion is quieted; there's a ſuſ- 
pence of mutual Jealouſys, when they have 
ſome common Drudgery in hand againſt 
the Peace of Chriſtians. 

David foretold this of our Days; for 
tho he found it fo in Perſon, yet the 
Truth of the Prophecy out-liv'd him, and 


Pfal. II. 2, belongs to theſe latter Ages. The Kings 


3z 4. 


of the Earth ſet themſelves, and the Rulers 


take Counſel together againſt the Lord and 


againſt his Anointed. The Apoſtles, in their 
Expoſition of this Paſſage, apply it two 
ways: Firſt, It helps them to underſtand 
the Violence that was offer'd to our Lord, 


of 


the preſent, I M VAS ION. 


Of a Truth againſt thy holy Child Feſus, whom Acts v. 
thou haſt anvinted, both Herod and Ponting27s 25. 


Pilate, Perſons divided by Intereſt and En- 
vy, with the Gentiles and People of Iſrael, 
who were ſo mutually inflam'd, that the 
one was always jealous of loſing a Go- 
vernment; and the other gro- ing under 
the Weight of it; yet theſe Me gathered 
together to do whatever God's Ha and Coun © 
ſel determin d before to be done. Secondly, *Tis 

what they fetch their own Supports from, 
looking upon the Miſchief done to them- 
ſelves as things aim'd at in the Prophecy 
Now, Lord, behold their Threatnings, and 
grant unto thy Servants, that with all Bold- 
neſs they may ſpeak thy Word : q. d. They 
are purſuing the ſame Track now ; Theſe 
are the ſtanding Politicks of -Hell: The 
Prince of Darkneſs uſes them as the moſt 
prevailing Methods for his Empire. , He 
is, and will be a Rival to that Xing who rules 
in Righteouſneſs, and ſhall extend his Do- 
minion from Sea to Sea, and from the Ri- 
ver to the ends of the Earth. To theſe Pur- 
poſes he knows. how to cement a Multi- 
tude, and keep em entire to a Deſign a- 


gainſt Chriſtianity : They have taken crafty Pſalm || 
Counſel againſt thy People, and conſulted a- LXXXIII 
gainſt thine. hidden Ones. They have ſaid, > h * 


Come, let us cut em off from being a Nation, 
that the Name of Iſrael may be no more in re- 
menmbrance. They have conſulted together with 
one Conſent, they are Confederate againſt thee. 
2. They ſpeak with a great deal of Plea- 
ſure in the Deſign, and of Confidence a- 
bout the Succeſs; Let us go up 9 
RT.” I 
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A SER MO N concerning 
dah, and vex it, and make a Breach therein 
for us, and ſet a King in the midſt of it, even 
the Son of 1labeal. This is what God calls 
Evil Counſel in the former Verſe, and in- 
deed there's every thing to make it ſoz 
a Contempt of him, and a Cruelty to his 
People. He has blam'd the former, when 
it's the Spirit of an Invaſion, and they ſay, 
Plalm Let us tale to our ſelves the Houſes of God 
— in Poſſeſſion. And, as for the latter, their 
288 91 upon the Rights of Mankind, 
tis the abominable thing that his Soul hates. 
When oncePerſons have frozen up the Com- 
paſſions of human Nature, and learn'd to 
act without Tenderneſs, as they are a bur- 
den to the Earth, ſo they muſt needs be 
odious in the Eyes of Heaven. Indeed, 
violent Meaſures are oftentimes needful, 
for the Reſcue or the Protection of Li- 
berty. God has own'd 'em with his Bleſ- 
ling, and, upon ſome Occaſions, has en- 
forc'd the terrible Duty in a peculiar man- 
Jerem. ner. Curſed be he that does the Work of the 
XLVIIE Lord 1 and curſed be he that keeps 
back his Sword from Blood. But they are 
People of another Sort whom he calls 
Iſa, LVII. bloody and deceitful Men; who are compar'd 
20, 21. to the troubled Sea that caſts up Mire and 
Dirt: There's no Peace, ſaith our God, to 
Pſal. VII. theſe Wicked Perſons. He ordains his Arrow 
13. againſt the Perſecuters; and has hung a pe- 
1 cox lar Vengeance over em, which ſhall re- 
oy buke the Multitude of Spearmen, and ſcatter 
PLX1.5.6. the People that delight in War. The Lord 
trieth the righteous, but the wicked and him 
that loveth Violence, bis Soul hates: Upon 
theſe 


the preſent. Im'v a's 1 0 M. 
theſe he will rain Snares, Fire, and Brimſtone, 
and an horrible Tempeſt, this ſhall. be the 
Portion of their Cup. | 

This is uſually the Temper of thoſe who 
take their Aim at Religion: The two 
things that made up the unrighteous Judy's 
Character are ſeldom parted, He feared 
not God, aud he regarded not Man. Superſtition Luk. XIII 
is the high Road to Cruelty. When once :- 
People have ſubdu'd -all ſenſe of Divinity, 
they become like the Brutes that periſh. 

And this falls under the Cenſure of a God, 
whoſe Ways are Judgment. He blames Edom 
becauſe he purſued his Brother with a Sword, Amosl. 1 f. 
and did caſt off all Pity ;, and his Anger did 

tear perpetually, and he kept his Wrath for 

ever. *Tis in oppoſition to a Deſign thus 
enflam'd, that he puts on the Garments of Iſa. LIX. 
Vengeance for Clothing, and covers himſelf 
with Zeal as a Cloke. He prefers the ſame 
Charge againſt Mount Sezr, that they could; 
without asking him leave, ſeize the Land 


9- 


of Hfrael as their own; that is, they did it 


in Meditation and Scheme, but there was 
an interpoſing Fury to ruffle their Mea- 25 
ſures. Becauſe the Enemy hath ſaid, Aha, Ezekiel 
even the antient high Places are ours in Paſſeſſi- XXXV1. 
on; becauſe they have made you deſolate, nd 3» 5* 

| fwallow'd you up on every ſide, and ye are | 
taten up in the Lips of Talkers, and are an 
Infamy of the People: Therefore thus ſaith 
the Lord God, Surely in the fire of my Jea- 
louſy haue T ſpoken againſt the Reſidue of the 
Heathen, and againſt all Idumea, which have 

- appointed my Land into their Poſſeſſion, with the 
Joy of all their Heart, with deſpiteful Minds 
to caſt it out for a Prey. | 


1 
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A SERMON concerning 


3. The Deſign it ſelf. The Matter it con- 
ſiſted. of was diſpleaſing, for which Cauſe 


Lam. III. he devotes it to Ruin: For, who is he that 


37» 


Pro. XIX. Comfort, that there be m 


21. 


ſpeaketh and it cometh to paſs, when the Lord 
commandeth it not? There were two things 
aim'd at by this Invaſion. | 

1. Deſtruction and Cruelty at preſent ; 
Let us go up againſt Judah, and vex it, and 
make a Breach therein for us, i. e. work 
out the Deſign by the unquiet and factious 
Spirits that are amongſt *em. God may 
have one end in unchaining the Enemy, 
and they be purſuing another; tho it's our 
Devices in 
Man's Heart, nevertheleſs the Counſel af the 


Amos III. Lord, that ſhall ſtand. . There's no Evil in 


If. XIII. 


34+ 


2 kin. xv. that he begun to ſend againſt ] 


37» 


the City but he has done it. He gave Jacob 
to the Spoil, and Iſrael to the Robbers. *Tis 
mention'd as an A& of his Providence, 
udah, Rezin 
King of Syria, and Pekah the Son of Rema- 
liah. When we conſider his Hand in it, 
we muſt call it by no barſher a Name than 
Correction; take it with Patience, aud 


Samuel cry for Mercy. If the Lord has ſtir'd thee 


XXVI. 19. up againſt me, ſays David to Saul, there's 


no diſputing the Caſe with him, let him ac-. . 
cept.of a Burnt-Offering. But this is con- 


ſiſtent with a vigorous Oppoſition to 
the Deſigns of Men; he ſeldom ſancti- 
fys the Tools of ſuch a Diſcipline : They 
have nothing of his Glory in View, but are 
merely paſſive to the gracious purpoſe. of 
Heaven; tis no part of their Enquiry 
what ſuch a People have done to diſnonour 
God ʒ the Principles that breathe Life Foy 


— 


the preſent IN VASILO . 
their Cauſe, the Meaſures they take to ri- 
pen it, and the End they are reaching to, 
are all comprehended in themſelves. The 
Diſtinction between God's Deſign in ſend- 
ing 'em, and theirs in coming, is very 


11 » 
- 


plainly open'd; I gave him a Charge to take Iſa. X. 5). 


the Spoil, to take the Prey, and tread them 
down. like Mire in the Streets: hombeit, 
he meaneth not ſo, neither does his Heart 
think ſo, but it is in his Heart to deſtroy''and 
cut off Nations, not a few. Sometimes an 
Enemy has the Confidence to boaſt a Divine 


Commiſſion. Am I come up without the Iſaiah 
Lord? The Lord ſaid unto me, go 1p againſt = 


this Land, and deſtroy it. Whick was true, 
but not in his Senſe : theſe are part of the 
Words with which he came to reproach the 
living God. When a Tyrant has been the 
common Scourge of Nations, tho Pro- 
vidence may overrule the Violence, and 
uſe it to our Spiritual Advantage, yet the 
thing it ſelf is moſt abominable to thoſe 


XVI. 


Pure Eyes that cannot behold Evil, and look Hab. I. 13. 


on Incquity, ſo that it's no wonder, that 


God diſſolves a Power thus vexatious. 


He that ſmote the People in Wrath with alfa. XI. 
continual Stroke, he that ruPd the Nations 6, 7+ 


in Anger, is perſecuted, and none hindreth : 
the whole Earth "is at reſt and quiet, they 
break forth into Singing. But another thing 
that theſe Invaders aim'd at was 

2. Conqueſt and Uſurpation for the fu- 


ture. Twas not enough to plunder em 


in one Battel, but they deſign a continuing 
Advantage over em: Let us ſet a King in 
the midſt of it, ven the Son of Tabeal. 
oy ' C2 Who 
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CxxxII. 
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2 Chron. 
XIII. 5. 


Rom. L 3• 


A SERMON concerning 
Who this Titular Prince was, that muſt 
be the Tut they work with, is nei- 
ther certain nor material. Be he of what 
Line he will, there were three Flaws in 
his Pretences. F 

Firſt, He was not of David's Family, 
whom God had choſen by Name, and or- 
dain'd a Lamp for his Anointed. For, tho 
it was of the Lord that the ten Tribes 
ſhould revolr, when Rehoboam deny'd their 
Claim of Right, yet ſtill David was not to 
want a Man before him. The Reaſon of 
this was rather Prophetical than Hiſtori- 
cal; not ſo much for his Heart's being 


Acts II. 30. 11g ht all his Days, as becauſe of the Fruit of 


his Loins, according to the Fleſh, he would 
raiſe up Chriſt to 1 on his Throne. This 
Honour, of having the Government run 
in his Family, was peculiar to him. This 
is the only Race of Kings that could ever 
claim a Divine Appointment. Ab:jah's Ar- 
23 for a Succeſſion could be pleaded 
y none out of that Family: Onghe ye not 
to know, that the Lord God of Iſrael gave the 
Kingdom over Iſrael to David for ever, even 
to him and to his Sons, by a Covenant of Salt ? 
He had taten amay his loving Kindneſs from 
Saul; but promiſes to build David 4 ſure 
Houſe. So that, this PkEBTENDER, the 
Son of Tabeal, by his Invaſion, was claſh- 
ing with a poſitive Order of Heaven, and 
in open Rebellion to a Meſſiah, who was 
to be of the Seed of David according to the 
Fleſh. But this Argument was peculiar to 
the Jews, and to thoſe Ages of their Con- 
ſtitution; God had limited and directed 
2 em 


the preſent In v a $10N. 13 


em both in Worſhip and Government; He Pſalm 
has nat dealt ſo with any other Nation. _ CXLVIL 
Secondly, This Man did not. come with 3® 

the Conſent of Judah. *Twas à good Ar- 
gument in Huſhai the Archite, tho Abſalom 
had no claim to it: Whom the Lord and his 2Sam.XV1 
People, and all the Men Iſrael chuſe, his 18. 
will 1 be, and with him will. I abide. And 
this laſt Branch of the Claim is the higheſt 
that any in the World can pretend to. For 
tho the Powers that be are ordain'd of God, Rom. XIII 
yet *tis a ſtaring Impudence for Men to! 
tell us that he names the Perſons, or any 
other way ſhows his Approbation than by 
the Voice of the People. This gives the 
faireſt Title to one in Authority, and the 
beſt Hopes of a quiet and. peaceable Life to 
thoſe that are under him. Impoſing a Go- 
vernour is an Act of preſuming; Cruelty, 
and uſually an Inlet to-all national, Miſerys 
at once. God has therefore thrown it in 
amongſt the Plagues of a People whom he 
contended with: I will give the Egyptians Ifa.XIX.4 
over into the hands of a cruel Lord, and a 
fierce King ſhall rule over em. When the 

Decree brought. forth againſt Iſrael, what a 
diſmal compaſs of Ruin did it take? Their 
Religion was defil'd ; The Adverſary ſpread Lam. I. rc; 
out his Hand upon all their pleaſant things; 

the Heathen enter d into the Santtuary, whom 

God did command, that they ſhould not come 

into the Congregation. Their civil Libertys 

were equally the Jeſt and Property of 
others; Their Inheritante turn'd to Strangers, —5, 2; 
and their Houſes to Aliens. And therefore | 
when God ſmiles. upon em, it is with a 

1 l 1 


14 A'SERMON concerning 
Jer. xxx. Reſcue of this Privilege: I will bring arain 
18, _ the Captivity of Jacob's Tents, and have „ 
17 his Dwelling- places; and the City ſhall be 
builded on her own heap, and the Palace ſhall 
remain after the manner N 1 Their N- 
Ves ſhall he of themſelves, and their Gover- 
nour ſhall proceed from the midſt of em. 
This is more than the Son of Tabeal could 
pretend too Fr ann 
_ © Thirdly, He was only to be the Tool of 
| thoſe that rais'd him to the Throne: His 
Authority was not a Government, but- an 
Engine that others were turnigg round at 
their pleafure. So that they make him a 
0 rather than a King: One that's to 
cep a Nation of Slaves in awe; and not 
be the Head of a People, who have any 
Privileges to enjoy, or any to loſe. | 
This was the Provocation of the Invas 
ders, and this the miſerable State, which 
they would humble Fudah into. But the 
People, thus endanger'd from abroad, are 
fenc'd about with. a Promife ; Thus ſaith 
the Lord God, It ſhall not ſtand, neither ſhall 
it come to paſs. Theſe Words will have 
their place under the ſecond General Head, 
which 1s, ng Neg 4 1D 


” 


4.) 


II. To inquire into God's Refentment 

Paal. II. 9. of it. He breaks them and their Deſign with 

| a Rod of Tron, -he daſhes them in pieces like a 
1 =”. = Fm wt hw 

1. This way he fulfils a providential An- 

ger againſt the Enemy. *Tis but the Iſſue 

of a Diſpleaſure that has been Jong a ga- 

jer. xxx. thering: 4 performing the Intemts of bis 

_ | Heart. 


the preſent Ix VASH MN. 


Heart. When a People have prepar'd 
themſelves for Ruin by the flower and 


more common Acts of Injuſt ice, they uſu- 


ally take the final Plunge by ſome viſible 
Oppoſition to the Intereſt of Chriſt. For 


wn _ 
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the Violence againſt Jacob, Shame was to cover Obad. 10, 


the Edomites, and they muſt be cut off for 


ever. The Ten Tribes were run very deep 


in ſcore to juſtice; there was a Growth of 
Guilt for ſeveral Ages to deſerve a, Capti- 
vity. But when they enter upon this Ex- 


pedition, Vengeance deals more plainly 


with 'em; Within threeſcore and . five Tears Ver, &, 


ſhall Ephraim be broken, that it be not a 
People, i. e. ſo long from the date of ſome 
former Threatning. For, according to 
the cleareſt Computation that I can make 


from Scripture, Samaria was taken about 


eighteen or nineteen Years after this; tho 
indeed the Captivity grew: Armys were 
ſent afterwards to glean the Conntry, and 
fetch away the little that a former Deſola- 
tion had left. They were told before that 
Ruin would come upon them; but now 
God fixes a Period, and. tells *em that 
theſe Threatnings were of no longer than 
threeſcore and five years running, a great 
part of which time was ſpent when J- 

ſaiah deliver'd this Meſſage. This may be 
an uſeful Conſideration to his People, 
when they are moleſted by ſuch as God 
has a long reckoning with. He will as 
venge the Blood of his Servants that 4s ſhed, 
tho he bear long with the Enemy: ;. Jnequity 
all have an end. Let us therefore take 


faſt hold of that Fromiſe, Thou ſhalt bring Ila. xxv. 


— 
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A SERMON concerning 


down the noiſe of Strangers as the Heat in 4 


Pſalm 
CXXXvil 


3 


Iſa. VIII. 


9, I. 


Iſa. XI V. 
30. 


ary place, even the Heat with the ſhadow of 
a Cloud : The Branch of the terrible ones ſhall 
be brought low. 

2. Thus he ſecures the Honour of his 
Name, not only to ſhow himſelf a God 
glorious in Holineſs, fearful in Praiſes, doing 
Wonders but a God that keeps Covenant 
and Mercy to thoſe that fear him. That's 
the Favourite, the Darling Glory, for he 


. has exalted his Word above all his Name. 
"Tis in this Language that he props the 


Faith of Iſcael, and enables them to brave 
the Enemy : Aſſociate your ſelves, O ye 
People, and ye ſhall be broken to pieres ;, and 
give ear all ye of far Countrys : nird your 
ſelves, and ye ſhall be broken to pieces; yea, 
gird your ſelves, and ye ſhall be broken to 
pieces. Take counſel together, and it ſhall 
come to noug ht; ſpeak the word, and it ſhall 
not ſtand, for God is with ws. Thus he pro- 
miſes the Jews a Deliverance from the 4/- 
ſyrian, that the Firſt-born of the Poor ſhall 
feed, and the Needy lie down in ſafety. And 
what's the Fountain-Mercy that the Salva- 
tion ſprings from ? You ſee, Ver. 32. The 
Lord has founded Sion, and the poor of his 
People ſhall truſt in it. The Confidence of 
thoſe that were united in this Invaſion 
upon Fudah,did equally ftrike at their Hap- 
pineſs and God's Honour. They diſpos'd 
of Things and Perſons, as if Succeſs. was 


their Property, and 1ſrae! their Claim. 


But God takes this occaſion to let em 
know, that he rules in Jacob to the Ends of 


the Furth. As they can do nothing with- 
| out 


« 
the preſent INvaston. 
out him any where, ſo, in a particular 
manner, they have no right to meddle 
here. I'll read you a Paſſage which you can 
ſcarce hear without an Application : It 
lets us ſee how tender God 1s of his Ho- 
nour, the Honour of being related to a 
People, of having an Intereſt in the Wor- 
ſhip they pay, and the Libertys they enjoy. 
Whenever theſe are touch'd, Vengeance 
awakens it felf upon the Criminal. The 


* 


Words are; Becauſe thou haſt ſaid, Theſe two Exek. 
Nations, and theſe two Countrys ſhall be mine, XXXV. 
and we mill poſſeſs it, whereas the Lord was 111312, 
there : Therefore as T live, ſaith the Lord 314. 


God, I will even do according to thine Anger, 
and according to thine Envy, which thou haſt 
uſed out of thy Hatred againſt em; and I will 
male known my ſelf among them, when I have 
Judg'd thee. And thou ſbalt know that I am 
the Lord, and that I have heard all thy Blaſ- 
phemys which thou haſt ſpoken againſt the 
Mountains of Iſrael, ſaying, They are laid de- 
ſolate, they are given us to conſume. Thus 
with your Mouth ye have boaſted againſt me, 
and have multiply d your Words againſt me; 
J have heard em. Thus ſaith the Lord God, 
When the whole Earth rejoiceth, I will make 
rher 7 
3. This is in anſwer to the Prayers of 
his People. Tho Aha took very irregu- 
tar Steps, we cannot imagine that all the 
Remains of Piety were gone. There were 
ſome few, of whom the Prophet could uſe 
thoſe Words that are typical of Chriſt; 


Behold I and the Children thou haſt given me Iſa. VIII, 
are for Signs { In what? I wait upon the 177 18. 


D Lord, 


18 
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ASERMON concerning 
Lord, who hideth his Face from the Houſe ef 


Jacob, nd 7 will look for him. This will 
do: It has done, with little or no concur- 


2 Chron. rence of Nature. The People reſted them- 
XXX1L8. ſelves upon the words of Hezekiah, when 


Rabſhakeh was bauling at their Gates: That 
which hearten'd *em was, With them is an 
Arm of Fleſh, but with us is the Lord our God. 
*Tis an ill Sign upon a Nation, when God 


Ezek. faith of em, I ſought for a Man among em 
XXII. 30. that ſhould make up the hedg, and ſtand in the 


gap before me for the Land, that I ſhould not 
deſtroy it; but I found none; Things are 
brought to a ſad pitch indeed, when there's 


Jer. V. 1- no good return to that Enquiry : Run to 


15. 


and fro, and ſee nom and know, and ſeek in 
the broad places, if ye can find a Man, if 
there be any that executeth Judgment, that 


ſeeketh the Truth, and I will pardon it. But 


when the Spirit of Grace and Supplicatian, 
is pour'd out, it makes a People terrible as 
an Army with Banners. This was the 
uſual Round of the Jews, Unbelief and 


Revolt betray'd 'em into Captivity z. but 


Judg, III. when they cryd unto the Lord, he rais'd em 


up Delix erer. They that are in ſuch a 


Il. xXVI.i caſe may ling, We have a ſtrong City, Sal- 


vation wall God appoint for Walls and Bul= 
warks. Let there be more of this amongſt 
us, that our Deliverance may be capable 


ICLIX.1g of that Title, When the Enemy cometh in 


like a Flood, the Spirit of the Lord lifteth up 

a Stand ra againſt him. | | 
4. *Tis.a Preparation for the Govern- 
ment he has given to a, Mediator. This 
Deliverance out of the hands of Syria. and 
| Ephraim 


* 


the preſent IN VAIO N 19 
Ephraim was a long way removed from 
Chriſt's Appearance upon Earth, and much w 
longer from the Kingdom that he's to 0M 
have; and yet what the Prophet ſpeaks 
of one Mercy flows into the other: A Vir- Ver. 14, 
gin ſhall conceive a Son, and call his Name 
Immanuel. And in the next Chapter he 
runs up the Argument to the ſame pitch: 
Say ye not a Confederacy, to all them to whom Ch. VIII. 
this People ſhall ſay a Confederacy 5 neither 1213,14. 
fear ye their Fear, nor be afraid: Santtify 
the Lord of Hoſts himſelf, and let him be your 
dread ;, and he ſhall be for a Sanctuary, but 
for a Stone' of Stumbling, and a Rock of 
Offence to both the Houſes of Iſrael. This 
Lord of Hoſts is he of whom the Apoſtle 
ſays, To them that believe he is precious, but Pet. II. S. 
to the diſobedient à Stone of Stumbling. He 
muſt reign till he has put all his Enemys under Cor. XV, 
his feet. Beſides the Conqueſt that he has 
over the Hearts of Men, making them a \ 
willing People in the day of his Power; he PCX. 2,5 | 
alſo ſmites thro Kings in the day of his Wrath, 
wounding the Heads over many Countrys. 
Let us learn then to carry a Deliverance 
forwards. A Redeemer's Blood. has de- 
ſerv'd it, and his Glory is promoted by it. 
Every temporal Salvation is the Creature 
of his Argument in Heaven, and a Step 
towards his Empire upon Earth. The Bur- T4.X. 27, 
den ſhall be taken away from thy ſhoulder, 
and the Tote from thy neck : the Toke ſhall be 
deſtre d, becauſe of the Anointing; or be- 
cauſe of the Meſſiah, that he may ſhow 
himſelf to be a Prieſt, who atones and 


Pleads for em to purpoſe ; and a Prieſt upon Tech. VI. 
D 2 bis 3* 
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20 ASERMOMN concerning 
his Throne, who has all Authority commits 
ted to him, and muſt have 4 Name above 
every Name. | | 


/ | 

The Application of this Diſcourſe may 
Pl. XLVI. be ſum'd up in David's words, Be ſtill and 
oe know that the Lord is God. We are to con- 

feſs him upon ſuch an occaſion five ways. 
1. By an Expectation and Reſt. upon his 
Ver. 10. Arm in all our Dangers : F ye will not be- 
lieve, ſurely ye ſhall not be eftabl:(h'd. When 
he writes bitter things againſt us, tis to 
Iſa. X. 4. let us know, that without him we ſhall. bow 
down under the Priſoners, and fall under the 
Slain. Indeed, Preparations and Counſels 
are needful. Our Hope of Succeſs is li- 
mited to a Road of Endeavour. Bur an 
Plalm Horſe is a vain thing for Safety, neither cau 
XXXIII. he deliver any by his great Strength. Tho he 
17. is prepar d for the Battel, yet Salvation is from 
1 Ihe . And if he = not keep the on | 
Plalm the Watchman watcheth but in vain. He 
CXxvIIl. blames, on one hand, the Confidence and 
Stupidity of a People, that are dead to all 
Impreſſions of Danger; and, on the other, 

thoſe unruly Fears, that act as if we had loſt 

144. LI. 12, a God. Who art thou that art afraid of 4 
33 Alan that ſhall die, and the Son of Man that 
ſhall be made as Graſs, and forgetteſt the Lord 

thy Maler? | | 
2. By carneſt Importunity for his Help. 
We are now got into the Prophet's Caſe, 
Jer. IV. who cry'd out, Male ye mention to the Na- 
16, 19. tions, behold, publiſh againſt ſcruſalem, that 
Watchers are come from. a far Country, and 
give out their Voice againſt the Citys of * 
: ally 


\ 


the preſent Inv.as10N. | 41 Wn 
dah. , 7 cannot hold my Peace, becauſe thou "M0 
haſt heard, O my Soul, the Sound of the 
Trumpet, the Alarm of War. The way to 
Relief lies very open to us. When Heze- 
tiah had an Enemy in his Land, he makes a 
religious _ of 22 rr 5 
to Iſaiah: "Tis a Day of Bla „ Rebuke, & 
gp 1 wherefore lift > thy Prayer for XXXVIL 
the Remnant that is left. And what animme-3* _ 
diate Anſwer does God make to it? I will Ver. 7. 
ſend a blaſt upon him, and he ſhall hear a ru- 
mour, and return to his own Land. That 
good King does not recommend the Du 
to others, that he may ſhift it out of his 
own hands, but begs in Perſon : Inelins thine Vet. 17s 
Ears, O Lord, aud hea, Open thine Eyes, O 
Lord, and ſee. And when the Mercy is 
given in, *tis under the Notion of an An- 
{wer to him : Whereas thou baſt pray'd to Ver.21,22 
me agltinſt Sennacherib the King of Aſſyria, 
this is the Word which the Lord has ſpoken 
concerning him — He ſhall not come into this 
City, nor ſhoot an Arrow there, nor come before 
it with Shields, nor caſt a Bank againſt it; by 
the way that he came, by the ſame (ſhall he 
ret urn. | 
3. By a Converſation that becomes the Goſ- 
pel of Chriſt, and our Hope of a providen- 
tial Mercy. Waſh ye, make ye clean, p Wa. I. 16, 
away the Evil of your doings, Ceaſe to do evily 17, 19,20. 
learn to do well : If you be willing and o + 
dient, ye ſhall eat the Fruit of the Land; big 
F ye refuſe and rebel, ye ſhall all be detroy'd 
by the Sword, the Mouth of the Lord has po- 
en it. Our greateſt danger is from thoſe 
crying Provocations, which make the Earth 
| to 
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1 B 
neſs. Let not Jniquity feparite hermiut m 
2 Chron. a your God. Truſt in tb Lund, 5fo 2 | 3 
XX. 20. „ yr hen, e Aua N 
* 7projper.- , 1 6! rann bea 
ey By returniag all the Praiſe of our Des 
Ai eren to him. Tie ſtamps his own 
An Name upon the Slur that was given to the 
Tfaiah © Aſſyrian Invaſion: 7-mill put my 9 
XXRVH: Noſe; and 40 eee by Lips u Þ'w 
2% rurn"thee bas way which thou cumeſs. 
He peaks to naar Ns 4 © Braves and a 1 — 
ITis a Compariſon that fains'thg Pride of at 
a Glory ſhowing him the Baſcneſs of his Na- | 
ture and of his Condition too. 
yen Apple Bon to him for che obs 
ritual Benefit, and the everlaſting. Iſſue of 
= all theſe hlercys. Every Believer has a 
greater dilvatien in his eye, than thoſe that 
ere no wrought out in Providence. here's 
75 acta City that has Foundations, whoſe Builder and 
Maler is God: As it's never to ſink with 
any weight of its own, ſo ?tis eternally a- 
bove the danger of being invaded: All our 
Deliverances now, without a Title to this, 
= are but a ſhort reſpite from a worſe, and a 
=, longer Captivity. Let us therefore make 
| * it our chief Deſire, that os Supreme Re- 
lemption' may be 22 3 2 Hope 
a Enlarges and ſhows it tient Con- 
A NXKII Fnuance in well-duing : — the ork of Righ- 
17. FSeouſneſs ſhall be Peace; and the Effect 2 
SLE, Righteouſneſs, DE and Aſſurance fur 
"FUE + | | * F.- ian 


4 „ 
9 


—  - 

——_— 

* 

. * 5 - 
gs 


* 33 


cw + 


„ 2 nw 4 * —— — deat — — 9 Gs we. —— 
rr re 9 
* : __—_ , ; l 


| * 
*. 8 A 


N Ss Tos 


